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                                                            crockfordsbridge@gmail.com  

Newsletter 
 

Tuesday 1 October 2024 
 

Dear members, 

This month starts up with a Teams night this coming Friday, and registrations are now coming 
in for the Crockfords Intermediate and Open Pairs Tournament on Sunday 13th October. We 
are also finishing the series of advanced improver lessons and with a reasonable steady 
attendance we acknowledge the need to run a series of lessons each year.  

In the ‘Other news’ section below you will find details about the Crockfords new website 
crockfordsbridgeclub.nz. We are pleased to have a website that has been designed with 
bridge player focus and is technically supported at low cost. 

Overview of upcoming events: 

October 
Friday 4th Fun Teams Night 
Friday 11th Advanced Improver Lesson 
Sunday 13th Crockfords Intermediate 5B and Open Pairs 5A 
Sunday 20th Advanced Improver Lesson 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Teams Night Friday 4 October: 

This is a reminder to register your interest in participating in the Fun Teams night on Friday 4 
October (lucy.mini@hotmail.com or text 021 126 0922). As usual, during the last days before 
the event, we will be finalising the teams and ensuring we have an even number of teams in 
each section. In case of shortage of players on the day, we will contact members as a 
reminder of the help needed for the Fun Teams night to be a successful event. A plate to 
share for supper will be much appreciated.  

Crockfords Intermediate and Open Pairs Tournament Sunday 13 October: 

Registrations for the Crockfords Intermediate and Open Pairs tournament are entered directly 
on the NZ Bridge website using the following links:  

Crockfords Intermediate Pairs 5B 

Crockfords Open Pairs 5A 

The cut-off time for registration is 9 October 5pm. The cost is $25 per person and preferably 
paid online to Crockfords account. Morning tea is served from 9:30am and before play 
starting at 10am. Players bring their own lunch and there will be a supper served at the end of 
the afternoon session. 

CROCKFORDS BRIDGE CLUB INC. 

mailto:crockfordsbridge@gmail.com
https://crockfordsbridgeclub.nz/
mailto:lucy.mini@hotmail.com
https://www.nzbridge.co.nz/events/10721/Crockfords-Intermediate-Pairs
https://www.nzbridge.co.nz/events/10722/Crockfords-Open-Pairs
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Training opportunities: 

Advanced Improver Lessons: 

We are nearing the end of the series of NZ Bridge Intermediate Lessons, and we hope many 
will take up the opportunity to join the two remaining lessons of the year. The cost is $5 per 
lesson, and they will run for two hours; one hour of lesson and one hour of play. 

The remaining dates and topics are listed below:  

Friday 11 October 7:00pm – NZB Lesson 10 – Defence against opponent’s Pre-emptive 
Opening Bids 
Sunday 20 October 2:00pm – NZB Lesson 13 – Splinters and Roman Key Card Blackwood. 

Any questions, please contact: Sandra Ph. 021 229 8961 or Sandra.sidaway23@gmail.com 

OTHER NEWS 

Crockfords Mixed Grade session Thursday nights starting 10 October: 

An important outcome of the members’ survey has included an assessment of the regular 
weekly playing opportunities. Especially being relatively new to the game, player experience 
and satisfaction can be hugely stimulated by having opportunities to evaluate your playing 
techniques in playing with one partner or with different partners, and in playing at tables with 
players from other grades.  

Consequently, from Thursday 10 October, the Thursday night session (usual 7pm start) will 
be a regular session of Mixed Grades but will allow time to discuss the boards (maximum of 
24 boards). David Hawes will be the convenor of this group and will also establish the 
WhatsApp partner finder. Interested players will use the WhatsApp group to find partners.  

Crockfords has a new website: 

For some time, our office has progressed developments of a new website. In collaboration 
with a website designer, a keen bridge player and supporter of bridge clubs across NZ, we 
have finalised the layout of the new website. In a digital age, it is important to have a website 
that makes our club easily discoverable to potential new members and is appealing to wide 
reaching communities. It is also a go-to accessible place where we facilitate all 
communications, share information about our club and events, and have an online resource 
of relevant bridge playing topics.   

We are in the final stages of entering posts about upcoming events and other content. The 
new website can be accessed from: crockfordsbridgeclub.nz  

While the main content of the new website is unchanged, we have added a members’ 
webpage that can be accessed by members only using a generic password. On this 
webpage, we will post information specifically for members of our club such as the grade lists 
of names and contacts. You can go to the ‘MEMBERS’ tab at the top of the page and then 
select ‘Members Area’. Enter the password (crfd218) and you will get to a page that stores 
the grades lists. Alternatively,  

Members Area  Password: crfd218 

  

mailto:Sandra.sidaway23@gmail.com
https://crockfordsbridgeclub.nz/
https://crockfordsbridgeclub.nz/members-area/
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The Crockfords email address has changed to: secretary@crockfordsbridgeclub.nz 

Note:  

- Session results will continue to be posted on the old website to the end of this year. 
- Emails send to crockfordsbridge@gmail.com are automatically diverted to the new 

email address.  

 

Crockfords members achieve great results at the Christchurch Congress: 

At the Christchurch Congress, Saturday 21 September, Brian Papps and Peter van Leeuwen 
got 2nd in the Teams Event (with 2 players from Christchurch Club). Philippa Borlase’s team 
got second in the Intermediate section of the Christchurch Congress Teams event.  

On the following day, Sunday 22 September, Phillipa Borlase and Peter van Leeuwen got 2nd 
in the Open Pairs event.   

Very well done and congratulations to you all! 

PLAY BRIDGE 

This section of the newsletter will present a description of important etiquettes associated with 
playing Bridge.   

The role of the Director 

• We have a director to guide us through the rules and it is their job to make the contest 
fair and within the rules of the game.  If there is any mistake it is very important to call 
the director to sort it out. This will help to establish fairness and to explain. Never feel 
embarrassed to call the director.   

• This should be done politely and without feeling. Raising your hand and call “Director 
please”  

• This is done after a mistake has been noticed, sometimes to avoid a mistake and to 
obtain technical assistance.  You should not allow a ruling to be made without the 
director else you may lose your rights. 

The role of the players 

• It is not OK……. to comment on the opposition’s bidding or play without being asked, 
to make ‘putdown’ or aggressive comments, to ignore the opposition, to distract the 
opposition, to give unsolicited instruction on bidding or play, or to discuss the previous 
hand with partner during the next board.   

• But it is OK [and encouraged]….. to congratulate good play or good bidding, to be 
friendly and welcoming and to call the director to help with any infraction of play, 
bidding or behaviour. 

  

mailto:secretary@crockfordsbridgeclub.nz
mailto:crockfordsbridge@gmail.com
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FROM PAST EVENTS 

Russley Village and Maples Trophy Tournament: 

 
 

 

It was wonderful to see that more than 
one third of players at the Russley 
Village Maples tournament were from 
the Junior and Intermediate grades! It 
also created a nice occasion to meet 
across grades over a beautiful supper. 

We extend our thanks to the Russley 
Village for supporting the prizes for this 
event. Congratulations to members on 
receiving prizes for their good results. 

Out of the 12 tables, Joan O’Malley and 
Sara Daly as North-South pair, 
achieved the highest result (left photo).  
Other prizes included other overall best 
results and best results of the 
Junior/Intermediate pairs. Please see 
photo below.   
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Weekly results: 

Congratulations for top weekly percentage points to Brian Papps and Nigel England who 
scored 66.71% (Thursday afternoon) in the week starting 16 September, and to Paul Ainsworth 
and Michele Poore who scored 65.33% in the week starting 23 September.  

FROM THE OFFICE 

As you can see in this newsletter, there are many things and hard work happening behind the 
scenes by the Committee Members, as well as volunteers.  

I trust that everyone is managing to keep track of all their plans (Bridge and personal) as we 
are heading towards December. 

There are now three Friday Fun Teams Nights left for 2024. If not registered as yet for Friday, 
4th of October, please do this at your earliest convenience - lucy.mini@hotmail.com or text  
021 126 0922. 

Please remember to register for the Crockfords Intermediate and Open Pairs Tournament, by 
Wednesday, 9th October, with play on Sunday 13th October. 

 
 
Sponsor feature: 

 
Marshall & Marshall Harcourts Holmwood 

A Takeout Double 

Canterbury’s leading son/father real estate team, Jack and Steven Marshall, have over 40 
years combined experience in delivering outstanding results for their real estate clients.  

“We are known for our focus on our clients’ needs and best interests; our straight forward 
approach means you’ll know what’s happening right through the sale process; you’ll find it 
easier to understand the market with our guidance than you might find interpreting one of 
Steven’s bids at the bridge table. We’ll help you play your cards to best advantage to be sure 
you come up trumps”.  

It costs nothing to talk to Marshall and Marshall!  

Steven Marshall 027 433 0401 Jack Marshall 027 672 0070     Visit their website 

 
 
On behalf of the committee, happy bridging and kind regards to you all. 
 
Kirsten Nissen 
President 

mailto:lucy.mini@hotmail.com
https://www.holmwood.co.nz/

