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                                                            secretary@crockfordsbridgeclub.nz 

Newsletter 
 

Tuesday 15 October 2024 
 

Dear members, 

It was wonderful to have 53 pairs registered for the Crockfords Open and Intermediate Pairs 
tournament last Sunday and also to host players from several districts outside the Canterbury 
region. At Crockfords we are looking forward to the Fun Teams Night in November, and in 
December members can gather at the Fun Teams Night in the last playing event of the year. 

In the meantime, we encourage members to extend their playing experiences by attending a 
playing session in addition to the Grade session. The two Thursday sessions, afternoon (open 
to visitors) and night (Crockfords members), are both mixed grades and ideal opportunities to 
improve playing skills and to socially connect with people from other grades.  

Overview of upcoming events: 

October 
Sunday 20th Advanced Improver Lesson 

November 
Friday 8th Fun Teams Night 

December 
Monday, 9th - Thursday 12th   Grade session Christmas Parties 
Friday 13th Fun Teams Night 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Training opportunity: 

Advanced Improver Lesson: 

The last lesson of the year is:  

Sunday 20 October 2:00pm – NZB Lesson 13 – Splinters and Roman Key Card Blackwood. 

The cost is $5 per lesson, and they will run for two hours; one hour of lesson and one hour of 
play. Any questions, please contact: Sandra Ph. 021 229 8961 or 
Sandra.sidaway23@gmail.com 

OTHER NEWS 

Book exchange at Crockfords will be discontinued: 

As you may have noticed, we have been very fortunate to have had a book case donated by 
members of our club and it fits nicely into the right hand corner as you enter the playing room 
from the main carpark area. Ultimately, the book case will be the club’s library of Bridge 
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books. However, in the meantime it is being used to display books and puzzles that have 
been packed away in storage boxes by the sliding door entrance.  

At the last committee meeting, it was noted that sales income from second-hand books have 
been low, and at the same time there is always a fair amount of work taking them out and 
packing them away. The committee decided that over the next few weeks, the books and 
puzzles will be offered for sale to members before any remaining are offered to interested  
external recipients. The Club will not accept any further donations of books and puzzles.  

Computer desk in leaners’ room is surplus to our requirements: 

There is some excellent carpentry work and other preparations being made by members to fit 
a resource cabinet into the corner next to the servery in the learners’ room. The cabinet will 
store learners’ boards and documents, the printer, and other related material. This means that 
the current computer desk, which was donated some years ago, will no longer be needed. To 
make sure it continues to be of good use, we would like to hear from the member who 
donated the computer desk. 

Crockfords Mixed Grade session Thursday nights: 

We are promoting the Mixed Grade session on Thursday nights for every member of 
Crockfords. It is the perfect opportunity to get an additional playing session outside your 
regular grade session which ultimately will improve your playing capability. The session has a 
relaxed playing atmosphere allowing time to evaluate each board played. The learning 
experiences from these sessions are also more satisfying by having players from all grades 
participating. We encourage the use of the WhatsApp group to find a partner. 

Crockfords new website: 

We are reminding you of Crockfords new website: crockfordsbridgeclub.nz  

The Crockfords email address is: secretary@crockfordsbridgeclub.nz 

Note:  

- Session results will continue to be posted on the old website to the end of this year. 
- Emails send to crockfordsbridge@gmail.com are automatically diverted to the new 

email address.  

 

FROM PAST EVENTS 

Fun Teams Night 4 October: 

We had a surprisingly good turnout of 22 tables, considering the National Congress was on 
that week and the Teams Night was one week earlier than usual. It was wonderful to see 43 
players from Crockfords represented in teams across the two sections. The support for this 
event from helpers in the kitchen setting up the supper and helpers in the playing room is 
much appreciated.  

Of the14 teams in the red section, Ever Hopefuls’ from The Christchurch Club was the 
winning team. In the green section, ‘On Time’, a mix of Christchurch and Crockfords pairs, 
was the winning team. Congratulations to you all on your great achievements on that night. 
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RED SECTION: 
Team: Ever Hopefuls (CHCH):  
Brendan Smith, Bridget O'Brien, Jude 
Callaghan, Jenny Tan 
 

GREEN SECTION: 
Team: On Time (CHCH/CFORDS):  
Philippa Borlase, Peter van Leeuwen, Marco 
Reale,  Sam Gurney 
 

  
 

Crockfords Intermediate and Open Pairs tournament 13 October: 

It was magnificent to have 106 players registered for the Crockfords Open (5A) and 
Intermediate (5B) Pairs tournament last Sunday. Players from outside Canterbury came from 
as far as Gore, Temuka, Oamaru, Ashburton, West Port and Greymouth, and the Rangiora 
group was also well represented.  

There were 24 pairs playing in the Open Pairs and 29 pairs playing in the Intermediate Pairs 
section. We congratulate our Senior players Allan Schroeder and Debbie Mallon on the very 
good overall result achieved in the Open Pairs. In the Intermediate Pairs, congratulations go 
to Peter Bullion and Anne Holwell on their top placing in the morning session.  

Importantly, a huge thank you to the Crockfords members who helped prepare for the 
tournament, contributed baking, and to those who were able to help on the day. Everybody 
hugely appreciated the catering, the refreshments, and in general the smooth running of the 
tournament. 

Weekly results: 

Congratulations for top weekly percentage points to Maria Austin and Janine Havis who scored 
67.86% (Intermediate Grade) in the week starting 30 September, and to Tony Crowe and Paul 
Ainsworth (Senior Grade) who scored 71.54% in the week starting 7 October.  

PLAY BRIDGE 

This section of the newsletter will present a description of important etiquettes associated with 
playing Bridge.   
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Etiquette of bidding 

• Players communicate about their cards only by writing legal bids in turn on the bidding 
pad. 

• The opposition are entitled to know what a bid means.  Any player may ask the partner 
of the opponent bidder what a bid means only when it is their turn to bid. “What do you 
understand by your partner’s bid?”  

• After bidding enter the board and contract details in the tablet. This is best done by 
dummy or someone familiar with tablet use to avoid mistakes and keep the game 
moving. Take care to enter details on the correct board number. 

 
Etiquette of card play 

• The board can be moved slightly to accommodate dummy but must always remain in 
the middle area and face North. The details on the Board [Dealer, Vulnerability and 
Number] must always remain visible.   

• Declarer indicates which card is to be played, preferable by naming the card to be 
played. Once indicated, the card to be played cannot be changed 

• Bidding pad should be turned over after the first round of play.  

FROM THE OFFICE 

• Currently, we updating our member database for the 2025 Programme Booklet.  Please 
ensure your information is correct by confirming this on the Grade printouts that are on 
the Director’s Desk. 

• We would like to thank our gardener, Paul Coffey, for the great work he is doing looking 
after the grounds and garden.  Also, a big thank you to some members gifting plants for 
the garden.  This is much appreciated. 

• Your assistance will be much appreciated in promoting our next Beginner Lessons.  
These are scheduled to start:  Monday, 12 February 2025.  There are hard copy flyers at 
the Director’s Desk.  Please feel free to take on (or a few) to put on Notice Boards at 
places you visit and think it will be appropriate. 

 
On behalf of the committee, happy bridging and kind regards to you all. 
 
 
Kirsten Nissen 
President 
 
Sponsor feature: 

 
Anstice Optometrists  
You may not have noticed, but Anstice Optometrists, one of our sponsors, is literally just over our side fence, 
with its practice being at 10 Clyde Rd. The business has operated from there since 1998, but its long history, 
under different guises, dates all the way back to 1886.  
The Anstice team has a specialty in Children’s behavioural optometry, with Schoolvision® and Sportvision® 
being flagship brands not available elsewhere. The full range of eye examinations are offered, and the team will 
go the extra mile to ensure you receive the best care and advice when selecting frames. We all know how 
important it is to have an eye test at least every two years, as cataracts, glaucoma and other conditions are more 
successfully treated when detected early.  
To make an appointment for an eye exam, phone 343-3909, or book online at https://www.anstice.co.nz/ 
If you are a Gold Card holder, you’ll receive 10% off new frames.  
Crockfords would like to sincerely thank Anstice Optometrists for its much appreciated support of our club.   
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