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                                                            secretary@crockfordsbridgeclub.nz 

Newsletter 
 
Tuesday 29 October 2024 
 
Dear members, 

While we are experiencing some very changeable spring weather we are also realising that 
the year is rapidly nearing the end. The Committee is starting planning ahead to next year in 
terms of prioritising improvements to our playing environment, people resourcing to organise 
and coordinate our events, and reviewing our constitution to enable the re-registration of our 
Club under the new Incorporated Societies Act 2022.  

Overview of upcoming events: 

November 
Friday 8th Fun Teams Night 

December 
9th  – 12th Christmas parties for Grade sessions 
Friday 13th Fun Teams Night  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Fun Teams Night Friday 8 November: 

This is a reminder to register your interest in participating in the Fun Teams night on Friday 8 
November (lucy.mini@hotmail.com or text 021 126 0922). As usual, during the last days 
before the event, we will be finalising the teams and ensuring we have an even number of 
teams in each section. In case of shortage of players on the day, we will contact members as 
a reminder of the help needed for the Fun Teams night to be a successful event.  

A plate to share for supper will be much appreciated.  

OTHER NEWS 

Match Programme 2025: 

A thank you goes to the Grade Convenors and the Match Committee for their input to 
finalising the content for the 2025 Match Programme. The Match Programme will include the 
most recent update to members’ phone contacts by grade. We encourage members to inform 
our office of any changes to their contact details. The current members’ list of phone contacts 
by grade is also available at the Director’s desk giving members the opportunity to check for 
any changes during the year to their name or phone contact.  
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Subscriptions for 2025: 

At our last Committee meeting, it was voted to increase our annual membership fee for 2025 
from $95.00 to $105.00.  

Our current membership fee is made up of two components: the Crockfords membership fee 
of $72 and the NZ Bridge levy of $23. The NZ Bridge levy will be $27.60 next year – the first 
increase in ten years. The Crockfords membership fee has remained unchanged for a 
number of years, and following the disruption caused by Covid we have slowly been able to 
return to improving the benefits for our members.  

2024 2025

Crockfords fee 72.00$           77.40$          

NZ Bridge levy 23.00$           27.60$          

Total membership fee 95.00$           105.00$        

In 2025, the Crockfords membership fee will be $77.40.Over the last two years, the Club has 
returned to a reasonable cash surplus, however, over the last 12 months we have seen 
significant increases in our costs (insurance, rates, power etc). While we have made some 
savings to compensate for these costs, the aim is to continue to both maintain and enhance 
the playing environment for our members. 

Over the last 18 months, we have upgraded the heating/cooling for our rooms, purchased 18 
new tablets, and updated our charging system to ensure the tablets are always ready for use. 
We want to be in a position to continue these improvements going forward and to maintain 
our building in a good condition. We trust members will understand our position and continue 
to fully support our Club. 

Computer desk available to take away: 

The wooden computer desk, currently placed under the kitchen server in the learners’ room, 
is surplus to the Club’s requirements and is available to anybody at a donation. The desk is in 
excellent condition and we hope that we soon can find another good use for it.  

Crockfords new website: 

We are reminding you of Crockfords new website: crockfordsbridgeclub.nz  

The Crockfords email address is: secretary@crockfordsbridgeclub.nz 

Links to Pairs and Teams/ Swiss results are available from the frontpage by scrolling down to 
the posts or from the Results tab along the top.  

Newsletters are posted here: https://crockfordsbridgeclub.nz/news/ 

Note:  

- Session results will continue to be posted on the old website to the end of this year. 
- Emails send to crockfordsbridge@gmail.com are automatically diverted to the new 

email address.  
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FROM PAST EVENTS 

Weekly results: 

Congratulations for top weekly percentage points to Diane Findlay and Jan Barrow who scored 
69.46% (Senior Grade) in the week starting 14 October, and to Helen Wood and Heather 
Robertson (Senior Reserve Grade) who scored 67.42% in the week starting 21 October.  

PLAY BRIDGE 

This section of the newsletter will present a description of important etiquettes associated with 
playing Bridge.   

General table etiquette 

• As players move tables, the tablet showing player names should be in the middle and 
the table number visible. As a means of introduction and to ensure the players are at 
the correct table. 

• Set tablet to the page showing the boards to be played. To ensure the correct board(s) 
are being played. Especially important when there is a relay or feed-in. 

• Place the board, N facing North and the bidding pad in the middle area of the table. 
This ensures each player takes the correct hands. The bidding pad may be moved 
about to accommodate those with limited mobility or vision. 

• During the play of the hand the board must stay in the middle area with N facing North. 
This is to ensure the cards go back in their original pockets. If a mistake occurs in 
replacing cards all players involved at the table are subject to a scoring penalty.  It 
means that future tables will not be able to score the board until the mistake is 
corrected. 

FROM THE OFFICE 

• Please have a look at the new cupboard that has been installed in the Learner’s room.  
It looks amazing.  Thank you, Norm Sidaway, for the design, build and installation. 

• Thank you to members who confirmed and/or updated their contact details for our 
database and getting the Match Programme for 2025 updated. This is required by the 
end of this week (31 October 2024). 

• Please note:  Petra will be on leave on Thursday, 14 November 2024. The office will 
therefore not be open during the office hours: 9:30 am  -  2:00pm. 

• Saturday Bridge - Sumner Bridge Club:  2 November: 
Sumner Bridge Clubs host an evening of Bridge this coming Saturday, November 2nd 
at our club rooms in Sumner, 57 Dryden Street.  Seated NLT 1845 with a start time of 
1900. Numbers please for catering purposes  -  sumnerbridgeclub@gmail.com  
Please note:  With the holidays coming up there will be no sessions of the following 
dates: December 7th and January 4th.  Resuming on February 1st. 

 

 
On behalf of the committee, happy bridging and kind regards to you all. 
 
Kirsten Nissen 
President  
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