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                                                            secretary@crockfordsbridgeclub.nz 

Newsletter 
 

Tuesday 14 January 2025 
 

Dear members, 

It feels good being back at the bridge table after a break, and we are looking forward to 
getting back into the routines of more bridge learning and challenges. The first set of 
beginners lessons start Monday after Waitangi Day and it is always interesting to see how 
many will register. The monthly Fun Teams Night will again this year be held on the second 
Friday of the month.  

Overview of upcoming events:  

January 
23rd Start of Thursday night mixed grade bridge  

February 
Monday 10th Start of beginner lessons 
Friday 14th  Fun Teams Night 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Thursday night mixed grade session: 

This weekly session will start Thursday 23 January at 7pm. The session convenor, David 
Hawes, will remind members of the start of these sessions on the WhatsApp group. We will 
introduce a weekly registration of attendance, as a single player or as a pair, through the 
WhatsApp group. Iain Dickason will be directing the session and if necessary will also be 
playing. 

Crockfords beginner lessons February 2025:  

The first series of beginner lessons will start on Monday 10 February 2025. A flyer with details 
is available from the Director’s desk and on the table by the front entrance. We encourage 
members to pass on the flyer to friends and family or to pin the flyer up on community notice 
boards.  

OTHER NEWS 

Convenors for Intermediate Grade in 2025: 

Thank you to Norm Sidaway who has offered to be the Intermediate grade convenor this year. 
It is also much appreciated having Graham Evans available as convenor when Norm is away.  
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Donations for trophy cabinet: 

A big thank you to members who already have made donations toward the cost of the trophy 
cabinet. We are looking forward to bring the many club trophies out on display permanently, 
but we are wanting donations from members to have reached a sufficient amount before we 
proceed with the mounting of glass shelves and doors. We will soon update the ‘donations 
thermometer’, placed in the north-west corner of the playing room, with the total value of 
donations received. The option to make a donation has been included in the 2025 
subscription invoice. We hope that many will show their support in bringing the trophies on 
display.  

Books to take away: 

The book case next to the entrance from the carpark is still full of books and we offer the 
books to any readers you may know. At the end of the month, we will establish a better 
display of our bridge books using this book case. 

FROM PAST EVENTS 

Teams night 13 December 2024: 

 

 

 

 

 

It was fantastic to have 18 teams (10 
teams in red section and 8 teams in 
green section) playing in the last 
Teams’ Night and bridge session of 
the year at Crockfords. Thank you for 
all the support from helpers busy at 
the backstage and to stand-by players 
needed or not needed to fill in at 
tables!  
 
We look forward to the first Teams 
night on 14 February. 
 
Results from the two sections are 
listed below. 

Red section: ‘Duck N Ruff’ 

Rex Denley, Sanson Phil,  
Lynne Switalla, Richard Williams 

 

Green section: ‘Mind your Ps and Qs’ 

Philippa Borlase, Tony Quinlivan,  
Peter Van Leeuwen, Pam Tibble 
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Weekly results: 

Congratulations for top weekly percentage points to Allan Schroeder and Kaye Buchan who 
scored 67.08% (Thursday afternoon mixed open) in the first week back starting 6 January.  

Subscriptions for 2025: 

Thank you for the membership subscriptions already received. The 2025 subscription fee is 
due at the end of January and you will have received an invoice on 12 December 2024. If you 
have not received the invoice please email a notice to the office. The office will also send out a 
reminder notice if payment has not been received by 31st of January 2025.   

Official name tags: 

If there is interest, this year we are offering official name tags again, through a business in 
Dunedin, John Swan and Company. Please email secretary@crockfordsbridgeclub.nz the 
office, with your name, bridge number and preferred colour options. Cost per badge: $20 

FROM THE OFFICE 

Thank you very much for the flexibility and support I’ve received with the unexpected trip back 
to South Africa to visit my ailing dad, and his subsequent passing.  I was very thankful to be 
there in time and difficult not to be there for the funeral.  Thank you very much. 
 
 
On behalf of the committee, a Happy New Year to you all. 
 
Kirsten Nissen 
President 
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