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                                                            secretary@crockfordsbridgeclub.nz 

Newsletter 
 

Tuesday 11 March 2025 
 

Dear members, 

Noting that there are two Friday evening playing sessions this month open to all grades: the 
Fun Teams Night this coming Friday, and the The Russley Village Maples tournament for 
Crockfords members on the last Friday of the month.  

Overview of upcoming events:  

March 
Friday 14th Fun Teams Night 
Thursday 20th AGM 
Friday 28th  The Russley Village Maples Trophy 

April 
Friday 11th Fun Teams Night 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Fun Teams Night Friday 14 March: 

There is still time to register as an individual, a pair, or as a team for the Teams Night on 
Friday 14 March with Luisa (lucy.mini@hotmail.com or text 021 126 0922). We will also 
appreciate any offers of availability as reserve player on the night. 

AGM Thursday 20th March 7pm: 

We are very keen to receive nominations for the committee. Nomination forms can be found 
in the foyer on the table, and completed forms are to be handed into the office by Thursday 
morning, 5th March. We need a quorum of 25 members to attend the AGM, and registrations 
of attendance or apology are done by signing the form at the Director’s desk. The documents 
for the meeting will be forwarded to members by email, and following the meeting a supper 
will be provided. 

The Russley Village Maples Trophy Friday 28 March 7pm: 

The in-house tournament is open to all grades and you play with a partner of your choice. 
Registrations of pairs wanting to play in the Russley Village Maples Trophy match are entered 
on the board in the foyer. Cost: standard table fees - $10pp.   
Please bring a plate for a shared supper.  
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OTHER NEWS 

Weekly results: 

Congratulations for top weekly percentage points to Lainie Smith-Mortlock and Robert Whitla 
(Thursday evening mixed grade) who scored 70.83% in the week starting 24 February, and to 
Iain Dickason and Murray Eves (Thursday evening mixed grade) who scored 77.08% in the 
week starting 3 March.  

Junior and Intermediate League: 

The results from the Junior and Intermediate League winners for 2024 have been released by 
the Canterbury Regional Committee.  The full list of winners is on the notice board in the foyer.  
We are delighted to acknowledge our Crockfords members by achieving the following: 

Gold 

Place  

7 Anne Holwell Crockfords 

8 Peter Bullion Crockfords 
 

Junior 

Place  

2 Murray Eves Crockfords 

3 Iain Dickason Crockfords 
 

 

PLAY BRIDGE 

This section presents a description of some overall important etiquettes associated with 
playing bridge.   

• Be polite and friendly. Greet the opposition promptly and sincerely 

• Do not offer any opinion on the play or defence or bidding unless asked 

• Do not express displeasure to partner or opposition by voice or gesture, and do not gloat.  

• Opposition should not huff or puff or sigh or otherwise show impatience while declarer is planning the 

play 

• Do not offer information about an alerted bid. Wait until you are asked. Then just give the information 

that is asked for. e.g. Is that a weak 2? Answer must be yes or no and no more. 

• If you want to know what a player knows about their partner’s bid then ask [when it is your turn to bid] 

“What do you understand about that bid?” The player must now tell you everything they know, not just 

part of the story. e.g. What do you understand about that 2H bid?  The answer will be something like “6 

to 10 points, 5 hearts and at least 4 of another suit” 

• Do not hesitate before playing a singleton or before playing a card in order to “trick” declarer to believe a 

finesse is going to work. 

• Do not take advantage of partner’s bidding hesitation. If you hesitate in the bidding and you want partner 

to be able to bid again, you MUST bid, otherwise partner will have to pass unless they can show their 

hand has a genuine bid. 

• West should move and pass the board as soon as the cards are back in the board [assuming the “bell” 

has rung]. Do not linger to look at the travelling sheet. 

• Dummy should not play or even touch a card without declarer either calling for or touching the card. 

Declarer shouldn’t just point or nod in the general direction of the card to be played. 

• Do not fold your cards up until all 4 players at the table have agreed on the outcome and the declarer 

has folded his or her cards. 
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FROM THE OFFICE 

A last call for donations toward payment of trophy cabinet: 

• Thank you for your kind donations.  Any further donations from members toward 
payment of glass shelves and doors will be much appreciated. 

• Please note that all annual subscriptions are now overdue.  Your payment of these will 
be much appreciated.  Do not hesitate to contact the Office or one of the Committee 
members if you need to further discuss this. 

 

Sponsor feature: 
 

 
 
The Russley Village has been a Crockfords sponsor for a number of years. Our sincere 
thanks to the team there for their much valued support.  

The village is set within 8 acres of award-winning gardens and grounds, and offers traditional 
villas, terraced houses and modern apartments for independent living, as well as the Ashley 
Care Suites for rest home or hospital level care.  

With lovely amenities such as the Russley Homestead, the Pavilion, a large swimming pool 
and hot tub, cinema, bowling green, café and licensed restaurant, there are many activities to 
enjoy. Friends and family are always welcome.  

If you would like to look around the facilities, phone Jeanette McEachen on 021 918 996 or 
jeanettem@russleyvillage.co.nz. She’ll be happy to take you on a wee tour. 

 
 
 
On behalf of the committee, happy bridging and kind regards to you all. 
 
Kirsten Nissen 
President 
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