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                                                            secretary@crockfordsbridgeclub.nz 

Newsletter 
 

Tuesday 8 April 2025 
 

Dear members, 

We are looking forward to the next Teams Night on Friday and we are hoping for a good 
number of teams in both sections. Below, you will find the scheduled improver lessons and 
we encourage members to take note of these.  

Overview of upcoming events:  

April 
Friday 11th Fun Teams Night 

May 
Friday 2nd The Haigh Trophy 
Friday 9th Fun Teams Night 
Sunday 25th Improver lesson: Stayman  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Fun Teams Night Friday 11 April: 

There is still time to register as an individual, a pair, or as a team for the Teams Night on 
Friday 11 April with Luisa (lucy.mini@hotmail.com or text 021 126 0922). We will also 
appreciate any offers from members who are available as reserve player on the day/ night. 

The Haigh Trophy tournament: 

This is held on Friday 2 May at 7pm. It is a mixed grade tournament where you play with a 
partner of your choice. This is open to all grades. More details of this tournament will follow in 
next newsletter. 

Schedule of improver lessons: 

The schedule of ten improver lessons, prepared by NZ Bridge, has been time tabled for 
Sundays at 2pm to 4pm from end of May through to end of September. Our thanks go to the 
tutors who have offered to share their experiences in teaching us these key improver topics. 
This information is also available on the website: https://crockfordsbridgeclub.nz/upcoming-
events/  

DATE – Sunday at 2pm NZB LESSON TUTOR 

May 25 NZB 1 – Stayman Richard Williams 

June 8 NZB 2 – Blackwood – Ace asking Iain Dickason 

June 22 NZB 3 – Playing Techniques Brian Papps 

July 6 NZB 4 – Playing No Trumps Peter Van Leeuwen 

July 13 NZB 5 – Playing Suit Contracts Jill Crossland 
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July 27 NZB 6 – Opening Leads Jill Crossland 

August 17 NZB 7 – Signals and Discards Brian Rowlands 

August 31 NZB 8 – Defence Richard Williams 

September 14 NZB 9 – Minimum, Invitational, Game 
Forcing Hands 

Peter Van Leeuwen 

September 28 NZB 10 – Doubles Brian Papps 
 

OTHER NEWS 

Russley Village Maples Trophy tournament results: 

It was wonderful to have a mix of all grades making up the 12 tables in the first Crockfords 
tournament this year. Congratulations to Carol and Shangar Singh on winning the Maples 
Trophy, to Andy Shand and Barbara Ryan on the second equal placing with Joan Perry and 
Michele Poore, and to Lainie Smith-Mortlock and Theresa Whitaker on winning the best 
Junior/Intermediate grade placing. Well done to all! 
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Weekly results: 

Congratulations for top weekly percentage points to Susan Doig and Sandra Sidaway (Senior 
Reserve grade) who scored 63.04% in the week starting 24 March, and to Tony Crow and 
Elena Udy (Senior grade) who scored 70.09% in the week starting 31 March.  

PLAY BRIDGE 

This section presents an example of some overall important etiquettes associated with 
playing bridge.   

Timeliness 
The start time for each of our Bridge sessions is when we aim to have Bridge play 
underway.  To allow time for the Director to determine the appropriate movement and get 
everything set up accordingly, your Match Programme Book states that we require all players 
to be seated at least 10 minutes prior to that ie by 6.50pm on a Monday/Thursday evening; by 
7.20pm on Tuesday/Wednesday evening;  and by 12.50pm on a Thursday afternoon.   

If a pair arrive later than this it may require the Director to “reconfigure” the movement, 
especially if there is not a half table that the late pair can join.  This can delay the start of play 
and, in turn, mean a later finish for the session.  

To avoid any future issues, players who are not seated by the required time will not be able to 
play in that session.  The Directors will be enforcing this. 

We appreciate that occasionally there will be an unexpected issue that delays your arrival, 
such as traffic congestion due to an accident.  Should this happen, please phone someone at 
the Club to confirm that you are on your way.    

Habitual lateness is not acceptable, even if your partner is at the Club on time, as play cannot 
start with only three people at the table.  

For our Thursday sessions, the Convenors will keep all players informed re timeliness. 

FROM THE OFFICE 

New Parking Signs: 
Following negotiations with the Hairdressers, they are now renting six car parks (plus one 
closest to the building) from the Club.  These seven car parks are for their usage, at all times.  
Please refrain from parking there.  Parking signs are up on the fence, indicating allocations, ie 
Hairdressers or Crockfords.  This is something to get used to and adhering to this change will 
be much appreciated. 

CANTERBURY BRIDGE TOURNAMENT INCENTIVES: 
- for nationally ranked  JUNIOR and INTERMEDIATE players. 

This scheme will replace the “Leagues” that have been run up to now. 

The aim is to promote and encourage participation in designated tournaments. Rewards will 
be awarded to players for participation, regardless of results. 

This is how the 2025 scheme will work . A player must play in at least six tournaments, of 5A 
or less standing, which occur in the Canterbury area, run by an affiliated club, between March 
and November. They may play with a partner of any rank, from any region.  The player can 
then apply to the Canterbury Regional Committee for a 20% reimbursement of their 
tournament entry fees. These applications should be: 

1. Made to Sarah Garland at blahblahgarly@hotmail.com 
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2. Made before 30th November 2025. 

3. Include detail of events played such as applicant name, rank, and NZB number; also 

all tournament details such as date, location, result, partner, entry fee, etc. 

All players who apply will go into a draw for a cash prize, to be drawn early December,  

1st $100,  2nd$75  3rd$50. 

This scheme is administered by Max Morrison, Regional Committee member. 

Any enquiries can go to him at maxmorry@yahoo.co.uk 

Jane Skipper, Canterbury Regional Committee.                              26/03/2025. 

Due to limited space on the notice board, here are upcoming tournaments: 

• Ashburton Bridge Club – MID-CANTERBURY PAIRS 
Sat, 5 April  
Register before 1 April, online http://nzbridge.co.nz  

• Waimate Bridge Club – All Grades 8B Tournament 
Sund, 6 April 2025 
Register:  online 
Close: Wed 2 April 2025 

• CHCH Bridge Club Upcoming Seminar aimed at Junior and Intermediate players. 
Sunday, March 30, Tutor: Neal Phillips, Cost $15, Time: 10.00am– 12.30 pm 

• National Swiss Pairs Tauranga 5th and 6th July 2025 
Tauranga Bridge Club,  
Register online: www.nzbridge co.nz/tournaments 
Entry cut off: Thursday 3rd July Midday 
Cost:  $110pp 

Sponsor feature: 

 
A Takeout Double  
Canterbury’s leading son/father real estate team, Jack and Steven Marshall, have over 40 
years combined experience in delivering outstanding results for their real estate clients.  

“We are known for our focus on our clients’ needs and best interests; our straight forward 
approach means you’ll know what’s happening right through the sale process; you’ll find it 
easier to understand the market with our guidance than you might find interpreting one of 
Steven’s bids at the bridge table. We’ll help you play your cards to best advantage to be sure 
you come up trumps”.  

It costs nothing to talk to Marshall and Marshall!  

Steven Marshall 027 433 0401                 Jack Marshall 027 672 0070  

 
On behalf of the committee, happy bridging, and wishing you all a happy Easter 

 
Kirsten Nissen 
President 
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