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                                                            secretary@crockfordsbridgeclub.nz 

Newsletter 
 

Tuesday 29 July 2025 
 

Dear members, 

We are already getting to the last month of winter. It also means that the second set of 
beginner lessons on Wednesday afternoons are about to finish. We look forward to 
congratulating the new graduates from the Wednesday afternoon lessons.  

Importantly, in less than two weeks, the last set of beginner lessons will be starting up. We 
hope many members are able to help with passing on flyers to interested audiences. 

Overview of upcoming events:  

August 
Sunday 3nd Rangiora Exchange 
Friday 8th Fun Teams Night 

Monday 11th Start of weekly beginner lessons  
Sunday 17th Improver lesson: Signals and Discards 
Thursday 28th Spring Luncheon 
Sunday 31st Improver lesson: Defence 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Rangiora Exchange tournament Sunday 3 August at 12.30am:  

There are 14 pairs including three junior pairs (NZB rating) playing in this tournament hosted 
by the Rangiora Bridge Club. The pairs are equally matched by players from Rangiora Bridge 
Club. We look forward to hearing about the results. 

Fun Teams Night Friday 8 August at 7pm: 

As usual, please register as an individual, a pair, or as a team for the next Teams Night on 
Friday night 8 August with Luisa (lucy.mini@hotmail.com or text 021 126 0922). A reminder 
notice will be given in the weekly grade sessions and as an email. 

Beginner lessons starting Monday 11 August 7pm: 

Copies of the flyer promoting the start of the next set of beginner lessons are available for 
members’ distribution. We will appreciate members making the effort to help display the flyer 
on community notice boards or to promote the lessons to other interest groups in your 
communities.  
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Schedule of improver lessons Sundays at 2pm August – September: 

Below is a summary of the last three improver lessons spread across Sundays in August and 
mid-September. The cost is $5 pp for the photocopied material provided. Whenever 
appropriate, we will continue to practice some of these bidding techniques in the Thursday 
night mixed grade sessions. This will be advertised in the WhatsApp groups. 

DATE – Sunday at 2pm NZB LESSON TUTOR 

August 17 NZB 7 – Signals and Discards Brian Rowlands 

August 31 NZB 8 – Defence Richard Williams 

September 14 NZB 9 – Minimum, Invitational, Game 
Forcing Hands 

Peter Van Leeuwen 

 

OTHER NEWS 

Re Match Programme 2026:  

The committee has decided that the 2026 Match Programme booklet will not be printed by an 
external printing business. There has been a declining uptake of the programme booklet and 
end of year leftovers are taken to a paper shredder for disposal.  

With the new office printer, we can reliably print the programme ourselves with flexibility in 
format, timing and quantity. We are committed to ensure all members have timely access to 
the 2026 programme and membership information in printed and online versions. Any 
suggestions to changes in content and/or format are welcome.  

About the annual grade promotion process: 

As we are quickly approaching the end of the year, the Match Committee will evaluate 
members’ grades to ensure that they are able to play with and against other players of similar 
abilities. The Match Committee will examine summaries of individuals’ results played on 
grade nights from the start of the year until the week ending 10 October. Please refer to the 
full description of the grading and regrading policy on pages 9-10 of the Match Programme 
booklet or on the Club Rules webpage.  

Crockfords All Grades Pairs (8B) Sunday 20 July results: 

It was wonderful to have 22 complete tables registered for this two-sessions tournament and 
we appreciated having players travelling from South Canterbury and Rangiora. 
Congratulations to everybody on their great achievements, including a special mentioning of: 

Second Overall Placing: Brian Papps and Nigel England,  
One of the top placings: Philippa Borlase and Peter Van Leeuwen in their division, 
Top Junior Pair: David Murdoch and Simon Hardie.   

Christchurch Mid-Winter Teams Results: 

Congratulations on these great results from the Mid-Winter Teams  

Open 3rd:  Peter & Julia Watson / Peter Van Leeuwen / Philippa Borlase 
Intermediate 1st:  Elena & Peter Udy Margaret Fraser / Sandra Frost 
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Weekly results: 

Congratulations for top weekly percentage points to following pairs: 

Week starting Pair Session Result 

14 July Helen Curd-McCullough and Teri 
Sonal 

Thursday evening 
open/ mixed 

71.50% 

21 July Jevon Carding and Alison Carding SR 69.64% 

 

PLAY BRIDGE 

This section presents a description of an important etiquette associated with playing Bridge.   

Dummy: 

There are a number of clauses in The Laws of Duplicate Bridge 2017 regarding Dummy.  In 
terms of what Dummy can or cannot do, the key points to note are: 

• Once the Dummy hand is tabled, Dummy must not touch the cards unless instructed to 
do so by Declarer. This applies even if there is only one card that can legally be played 
to the trick. 

• Dummy must not indicate in any manner what card they think Declarer should play to a 
trick. 

• Dummy may try and stop irregularities in the game. For example: 
o If Declarer attempts to lead from the wrong hand, Dummy may point this out. 
o When Declarer fails to follow suit to a trick, Dummy may ask whether they have 

a card of the suit led. 
• If any irregularity occurs, Dummy must not draw attention to it until after play has 

finished. 
• Dummy may only call the Director during play if another player has already drawn 

attention to an irregularity.  
Any player is entitled to call the Director if Dummy fails to comply with The Laws. 

FROM THE OFFICE 

Junior and intermediate grade members playing on a Monday night: Online payment for 
concession cards during weekend, and they don’t have card to use Monday night. 

Welcome to new members.  

As we are heading towards Spring, please refer to the notice board with upcoming Spring 
Tournaments in the area. 
 
 
 
On behalf of the committee, happy bridging and kind regards to you all. 
 
Kirsten Nissen 
President 


