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Monday 20 October 2025

secretary@crockfordsbridgeclub.nz

Newsletter

Dear members,

We are enjoying the warmer days and it is nice to open windows during the sessions. So we
have to remind ourselves to also close the windows before leaving the club rooms.

This time of year, we are getting the schedules of grade trophy competitions finalised and
tournament dates are also being sorted for the 2026 update of the Match Programme booklet.

Overview of upcoming events at Crockfords:

November

Sunday 2 Canterbury Interclub Teams (Junior/Intermediate/Open)
Friday 7t Fun Teams Night: special boards

December

Week starting Monday 8t™: Christmas dinner and prize giving

Friday 12t Fun Teams Night (this is the last session of the year)
January

Monday 12t 2026 First session of play for 2026

Canterbury Interclub Teams on Sunday 2 November:

The Canterbury Interclub Teams tournament is organised by the Canterbury Regional
Committee of NZ Bridge (CRC) and this year hosted by Crockfords. There are two sessions
of play for Junior (3A)/Intermediate (5B)/Open (3B).

Registrations are made directly to CRC Office by email crbridgec@gmail.com, with names,
NZB numbers and rating points. The CRC Office will arrange to have complete teams by
filling in pairs or players from across the region. It would be great to see a good
representation of Crockfords members across all grades at this regional tournament.

Cost is $25pp. Players bring their own lunch. Morning tea/coffee will be served from 9.30am
before start of play at 10am. A supper will be served at end of the afternoon session.

Online payments to Crockfords: 03-1705-0426022-00, using your name and NZB number as
reference.
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Fun Teams Night Friday 7 November:

The Teams Night in November is the first Friday of the month due to the Canterbury
Anniversary. Please forward registrations of individuals, pairs or teams to Luisa
(lucy.mini@hotmail.com or text 021 126 0922).

Note, the Teams night in November will have boards where several of them will have special
distributions. Thank you to lain Dickason for his design efforts.

Results from Crockfords Intermediate and Open Pairs tournament on 12 October:

We had a good turnout with 13 tables in the Intermediate Pairs section and 11 tables in the
Open Pairs. We were pleased to have 11 pairs from Crockfords in the Intermediate section
and four pairs from Crockfords in the Open section, and congratulations go to you all on your
excellent achievements.

Special congratulations go to Nigel England and Richard Williams receiving the overall best
score in the Intermediate pairs, to Allan Schroeder and Paul Ainsworth for an overall placing
in the Open Pairs, and to Lainie Smith-Mortlock and Theresa Whitaker for the best Junior
result.

Weekly results:

Congratulations for top weekly percentage points to following pairs:

Week starting = Pair Session Result

6 October Jill Crossland and Jenny Carr Senior 74.18%

13 October Emily Massey and Lia McCloskey | Thursday night 70.51%
open/mixed

2025 reqgrading process update:

The reviewing of the playing history of all members by grade is well underway. A number of
members are meeting the average percentage threshold calculated from their best 25
sessions but were still short of having played with sufficient number of partners. There has
been an extension to the qualifying period to the end of October so players can take up
opportunities to play with different partners.
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Proposal for new rule for transitioning to Intermediate grade:

A proposal to new qualifying criteria for promotion from Junior to Intermediate grade has been
forwarded to Junior and Intermediate members for their feedback but comments are also
welcome from our more senior members. The consultation period will close 27 October, and
the comments and suggestions will be evaluated and responded to. The final qualifying
criteria for promotion from Junior to Intermediate will be published on the website and in the
2026 Match programme booklet.

Suggestions and/or comments can be made to Kirsten personally or via the office.

The proposed qualifying criteria for a promotion from Junior to Intermediate are:

e The member has played at least 20 Junior grade sessions between 1 January and the
end of the first full week of play in October and has been in Junior grade for the entirety
of this period.

e The member has played with at least two different partners.
NOTE: Members who have graduated from a Beginners Class will be placed in an
appropriate grade based on the member’s previous experience and the advice of the class
tutor. If it is evident, after four to six weeks, that a new member would be better suited to a

different grade, the Director or Grade Convenor recommends a grading review by the Match
Committee.

Other criteria remain unchanged:
e A Junior grade member cannot play up a grade during the qualifying period.

¢ A member who does not wish to accept their regrading can appeal the decision in
writing to the Match Committee Convenor.

¢ Anindividual member may make one request for regrading during the year. The
request for a review must be made in writing to the Match Committee Convenor.

Implications for players in the Junior and Intermediate grade sessions from beginning of 2026:

e The proposed criteria are applied to all members who have been in Junior grade from
before 2025 or from start of 2025.

Reminder of office hours and days:
Mondays & Wednesdays: 12:30pm — 3:30pm
Thursdays: 8:30am — 3:30pm

On behalf of the committee, happy bridging and kind regards to you all.

Kirsten Nissen
President



