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                                                            secretary@crockfordsbridgeclub.nz 

Newsletter 
 

Wednesday 21 January 2026 
 

Dear members, 

It has been great to see good numbers back attending the sessions after the break. As many 
have noticed, we are especially pleased with the good progress that has been made with the 
bathroom upgrade and acknowledge the substantial work undertaken by members during the 
break.  

The first set of beginners’ lessons start Monday after Waitangi Day, and the best promotion 
for getting more people to play bridge and join our club comes from our members. Flyers are 
available from director’s desk and in the front foyer.  

Overview of upcoming events at Crockfords:  

February 
Monday 9th Start of Beginner Lessons, 7pm 
Friday 13th Fun Teams night  

March 
Friday 13th Fun Teams night 
Thursday 19th AGM 
Friday 27th Russley Village – Maples tournament 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Beginner lessons starting 9 February at 7pm: 

The first set of beginner lessons start in a couple of weeks. The ten lessons are free in the 
sense that the $20 deposit requested on registration will be reimbursed at the completion of 
the course and becoming a member. Flyers have been pinned to community notice boards at 
the nearby public libraries, and we encourage members to pass on flyers to friends and family 
or other interest groups. 

Fun Teams Night Friday 13 February: 

The first Teams Night of the year is Friday 13 February. As usual, Luisa will send out a 
reminder to register for this event. Please register with Luisa (lucy.mini@hotmail.com or text 
021 126 0922).  

Avonhead Community Trust EXPO 21 February 2026, 10am – 3pm, 102 Avonhead Road 

We have registered to participate in the community EXPO for not-for-profit organisations 
arranged by the Avonhead Community Trust. This is a good opportunity to showcase our club 
and what we have to offer. There will be a table for us inside and we are hoping to get some 
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members’ help with this promotion opportunity. We are also working on having a club flyer 
available.   

OTHER NEWS 

Thursday afternoon session at 1pm for Junior and Intermediate players: 

In appreciation of several Junior and Intermediate players wanting opportunities to play in an 
afternoon session, we are trialling a parallel session for this group in the Open/Mixed 
Thursday afternoon session at 1pm. This is also acknowledging that players relatively new to 
bridge, prefer smaller, familiar groups for some time, before moving on to playing in larger 
mixed groups.  

Thursday evening Open/Mixed session: 

At this stage, the session will be closed until further notice. We are prepared to reopen when 
there is sufficient interest, and we are also open to suggestions from members how to best 
use this time slot to improve our playing skills. 

Christmas raffle recipients: 

Congratulations to the 16 recipients of the Christmas raffle baskets: 

Doryan Mahalm, Kaye Buchan, Sandra Sidaway, Brian Papps, Lisa Cescon, Ian Dickason, 
Christine Cassin, Louise Hadlee, Alison Carding, Bev Taylor, Karen Renall, Adrienne 
Shadbolt, John Hamilton, Lainie Smith-Mortlock, Mary Small, and Nick Mein. 

Card dealers: 

A big thank you goes to the two members who have offered to be trained as card dealers 
starting this year. We much appreciate the essential work undertaken by our team of card 
dealers lead by Anne Holwell, and we are pleased to know that currently we have enough 
card dealers.  

Director trainees: 

We are welcoming two new director trainees, Emily Massey and Lia McCloskey, who will be 
starting to learn this skill by assisting Iain Dickason in the Monday night session. When 
possible, Emily and Lia will also extend their learning opportunities by assisting Iain in the 
director duties in the monthly teams’ night session. 

Fun Teams night helpers: 

It was wonderful to have a team of members who volunteered to be helpers at our Teams’ 
nights last year. Some helped in the kitchen and others were filling in as players in a team. 
We are hoping, again, that we can call on members for their support as helpers of the monthly 
Teams Nights.  

Coordinator of Improver Lessons wanted: 

We are looking to run the set of ten improver lessons, as outlined by NZ Bridge, during the 
mid two quarters of the year. These lessons are sought after by our Junior and Intermediate 
players, but many senior players also find them useful. We are asking a member or two 
members, to take on responsibility for organising and coordinating these lessons, i.e. it 
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involves time tabling and reaching out to tutors willing to teach these topics. We would like to 
hear from you if you are interested in helping with this task. 

Website updates: 

For members’ general information, the website has now been updated for the 2026 details 
with respect to: 

Members’ contacts by grade:  Members Area (password provided in email send out of this 
newsletter). Note, this page is regularly updated throughout the year to include new members. 

Tournament entries: Our Tournaments 

Promotion Criteria: Club Rules 

Sessions, partner finders, and grade convenors: Club Sessions 

FROM PAST EVENTS 

Results from prizegiving December 2025: 

Senior 
CLUB PAIRS CHAMPIONSHIP CUP   Jan Barrow / Diane Findlay 

MISS COCKS TROPHY     Paul Ainsworth 

GASSON CUP Brian Rowlands / Graeme Black 

PRESIDENTS TROPHY Paul Ainsworth 

JOAN NORTH TROPHY Tony Crow 

MOLLIE JOYCE CUP    Tony Crow / Peter Udy 

REID CUP   Murray Eves  / Iain Dickason 

DAPHNE JOYCE MEMORIAL   Tony Crow / Paul Ainsworth 

M ENRIGHT MEMORIAL    Tony Crow / Allan Schroeder 

HILARY BISHOP TROPHY (first equal) Elena Udy  +  Tony Crow 

BUTLER PAIRS Gerard Moot  /  Adrienne Shadbolt 

Ann Oakley Memorial – Teams of Four Bees & Peas: 
Philippa Borlase/ Brian Rowlands/Brian 
Papps/Peter van Leeuwen 

INDIVIDUAL CHAMPION Tony Crow   

SIDEBAR PAIRS   Simon Hardie / David Murdoch 

Senior Reserve 
CHAMPIONSHIP PAIRS         Terry Ellis / Janice Tedder 

DIRECTOR’S LADDER Kate Gidlow-Black / David Carter 

PRESIDENT’S TROPHY            Kelly De Lambert  /  Barbara-Ann Harper 

FLORA WILSON MEMORIAL (INDIVIDUAL 
EVENT) 

Janine Havis 

DARWIN MEMORIAL Sam Smail 

HILARY RICHARDSON TROPHY Jo-Anne Hale 

PEG TEEHAN TROPHY   Janice Tedder 

INDIVIDUAL CHAMPIONSHIP Kirsten Nissen 

FISHER TROPHY Beverley Taylor / Shan Edwards 

Intermediate 
INTERMEDIATE PAIRS Lisa Cescon  /  Robert Whitla 

PRESIDENT’S PAIRS   Emily Massey / Lia McCloskey   

PRESIDENT’S TROPHY Norman Sidaway 

FOUR SEASONS TROPHY Lisa Cescon  /  Robert Whitla 

FINDLAY TROPHY E A TURLAND SALVER    Bryan Wedlake / Fiona Kelly 

JANUARY LADDER Robert Whitla 

CLIFF BOWLER Emily Massey / Lia McCloskey 

https://crockfordsbridgeclub.nz/members-area/
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Junior 
JUNIOR PAIRS Megan Smith  /  Theresa Whitaker 

PRESIDENT’S PAIRS Diana Plesovs / Rachael Fitall 

DAVID PUTT TROPHY   Doryan Mahalm / Karen Renall 

CONSISTENCY LADDER    Julie Farrant 

4 SEASONS TROPHY    (INDIVIDUAL EVENT) Doryan Mahalm  /  Karen Renall 

JUNIOR E A Turland Trophy Megan Smith / Theresa Whitaker 

JANUARY LADDER Lainie Smith-Mortlock  / Jenny Parker 

Thursday Afternoon 
SECRETARY’S COMPETITION Nigel England  /  Brian Papps 

AIDEN BOOKER MEMORIAL Nigel England  /  Brian Papps 

DAPHNE JOYCE TROPHY Peter Van Leeuwen  /  Philippa Borlase 

VICE PRESIDENTS LADDER Nigel England  /  Brian Papps 

JANUARY BRIDGE Nigel England  /  Brian Papps 

 

FROM THE OFFICE 

Magnetic Name Badges:  If you would like to order a magnetic name badge ($20 each), 
please put your name, bridge number and preference of colours (for the background and 
printed name), on the ordering sheet, at the Director’s Desk. 

Female toilet:  just one switch to the left of the opening door. 
 
Sponsor feature: 

 
 
 
On behalf of the committee, happy bridging and greetings to you all. 
 
Kirsten Nissen 
President 

We would like to sincerely thank Whittle Knight 
for its on-going sponsorship of Crockfords.  

Founded in 1966, Whittle Knight is a family-
owned Christchurch real estate company that 
has proudly led the way in providing Canterbury 
homeowners with an individual and outstanding 
quality of service in property sales, residential 
rentals and property management, commercial 
sales and leasing, and valuations.  

For many years the company has also enjoyed 
close links and associations within the wider 
community. Whittle Knight is a motivated team 
of professionals whom you can trust for their 
reliability and knowledge.  

For further information, contact Jo Williams on 
348-4149, email jo@whittleknight.co.nz, or 
check their website at www.whittleknight.co.nz.  

https://whittleknight.co.nz/

