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                                                            secretary@crockfordsbridgeclub.nz 

Newsletter 
 

Wednesday 4 February 2026 
 

Dear members, 

It is pleasing to see good player numbers back at our sessions, and we are looking forward to 
hosting the first Friday Teams Night event next week. 

At the first committee meeting of the year, a priority was to look ahead to the AGM in March 
and think about the continued involvement of members at the committee level and across 
tasks that are essential to our bridge playing environment. As it is impossible to ask each of 
you individually, we need your help in finding members who can offer their time and skill in the 
running of club activities. 

Overview of upcoming events at Crockfords:  

February 
Monday 9th Start of Beginner Lessons, 7pm 
Friday 13th Fun Teams night 

March 
Friday 13th Fun Teams night 
Thursday 19th AGM 
Friday 27th Russley Village – Maples tournament 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Beginner lessons starting 9 February at 7pm: 

We are delighted to welcome a group of new beginners starting the series of lessons from 
Monday next week. Since the first couple of lessons have an introductory focus, there is still 
time to encourage people to learn bridge. The ten lessons are free in the sense that the $20 
deposit requested on registration will be reimbursed at the completion of the course and 
becoming a member. Further, NZ Bridge has provided student handbooks free of charge. 

Fun Teams Night Friday 13 February at 7pm: 

There is still time to register for the upcoming Teams Night on Friday 13 February. As soon as 
possible, please forward registrations of individuals, pairs or teams to Luisa 
(lucy.mini@hotmail.com or text 021 126 0922). We will also appreciate any offers from 
members who are available as reserve player and can be contacted at short notice on the 
day. 
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Note, if for some reason you need to cancel your participation in this event then please do this 
as soon as possible. It is very difficult, and sometimes impossible, for the organisers to find 
team replacements at short notice.  

Community EXPO, Saturday, 21 February, 10am – 3pm: 

We have registered to participate in the Community EXPO for not-for-profit organisations, 
arranged by the Avonhead Community Trust, at 102 Avonhead Road. This is a good 
opportunity to showcase our club and what we have to offer. There will be a table for us inside 
and we are keen to get some members’ help as bridge players on the day. We have prepared 
a club flyer available to interested people.  
Set up is from 8am – 9:30am and pack down is from 3:15pm.  

OTHER NEWS 

Club officers needed following the AGM:  

We are quickly approaching the AGM on 19 March, and the committee has evaluated its 
future resources. In the last year, Crockfords has had five club officers which is the minimum 
requirement by our constitution. It helps enormously being able to spread the tasks across 
members, and we continue to be very fortunate in having people offering to provide that 
additional service to other members. We encourage you to think about how you best can 
support the running of Crockfords.  

At the AGM, we are seeking nominations for at least one officer. One of our current officers is 
standing down, and we are also hopeful to get an improved representation of members on the 
committee. 

In the last year, the committee has operated with just one leading officer. Ideally, we have a 
leadership team of two officers. Over the coming year, the current president is wanting to 
share the leadership responsibilities with another officer before stepping back from a leading 
role at the 2027 AGM.  

We encourage members to come forward and showing their interest in joining the committee. 
Members’ support and involvement are essential for the continued operation of our club. 

Thursday evening Open/Mixed session: 

We are pleased to announce that the session will reopen from Thursday 17 February. We 
will use the same WhatsApp group for registrations of attendees and partner finders as we did 
last year. Thank you to members for showing your interest in returning to playing Thursday 
nights, and through the grade WhatsApp groups, we will also encourage others to join this 
opportunity to play.  

Coordinator of Improver Lessons wanted: 

We are looking to run the set of ten improver lessons, as outlined by NZ Bridge, during the 
mid two quarters of the year. These lessons are sought after by our Junior and Intermediate 
players, but many senior players also find them useful. We are asking a member or two 
members to take on responsibility for organising and coordinating these lessons, i.e. it 
involves time tabling and reaching out to tutors willing to teach the topics.  
We would like to hear from you if you are interested in helping with this task. 

  

https://www.nzbridge.co.nz/teaching-materials-improvers.html
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Useful cupboards available to take away: 

As part of the bathroom upgrade, there will be a refurbishment of the storage units in the 
entrance to the disabled and female bathrooms. The existing cupboards will be removed and 
replaced with improved storage units. We encourage members wanting storage units for 
garages and studios to have a look at these, and unit(s) can be taken away by offering of a 
donation to the club.   

2026 match programme on website: 

To access the grades’ match programmes on the website, go to the home page and click on 
the button under the ‘CLUB SESSIONS’ information: 
2026 MATCH PROGRAMME 

Subscription due: 

Members and associate members will have received reminder notices about overdue 
membership subscriptions for 2026. Please respond to these as soon as possible. 

FROM PAST EVENTS 

Weekly results: 

Congratulations for top weekly percentage points to following pairs: 

Week starting Pair Session Result 

19 January Heather and Merv Spurway Intermediate 66.07% 

26 January Graeme Black and Philippa Borlase Senior 71.92% 

 

FROM THE OFFICE 

• Please note the regional tournaments coming up (notices also on the notice board): 
o Geraldine, 8B All Grades Sunday, 8 February 
o Omaru, 5A Open Sunday, 8 March 
o Ashburton, Anniversary Pairs Saturday, 14 March 
o South Canterbury Congress 28 and 29 March 

 

• EXPO volunteers.  Please assist the club by putting your name down on the list to assist with 
Community EXPO, on Saturday 21 February.  Details in the newsletter. 
 

• Thank you for the magnetic name badge orders and payments.  I will order these during the 
week.  Payment, (if you have not done so already) will be much appreciated. 
 

• A list has been emailed to some members requesting to assist in the Kitchen, during Friday night 
Teams competition.  Your assistance re this will be much appreciated – please let either myself 
or Kirsten know if you are able to help. 

 
  

https://crockfordsbridgeclub.nz/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2026_Grade_Match_Programme.pdf
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Sponsor feature: 

 

 

 
 
On behalf of the committee, happy bridging and greetings to you all. 
 
Kirsten Nissen 
President 
 

 

We would like to acknowledge and thank 
Purnell Creighton Lawyers for continuing 
to be a sponsor of Crockfords this year.  

The firm, founded in 1919, has a 
longstanding expertise in property 
conveyancing, commercial law, estates and 
trusts, and in addition offers specialist 
services in family law, employment, 
insurance and civil litigation.  

Many of you will know Tim Twomey, one of 
our intermediate players, who is a senior 
partner of the firm, with 35 years’ 
experience. If you or someone you know is 
requiring legal advice:  

Contact: Tim 
tjtwomey@purnellcreighton.co.nz, or 
Phone 379-0430. Where: Level 1, 35 
Leslie Hill Drive in Riccarton, with 
dedicated off-street parking. Thanks again, 
Tim and your team, for supporting our club. 


